
                                                                                 
 
 

FALKIRK COMMUNITY TRUST 
Great Place 

Project Brief – Canal Heritage Digital Resource 2020-2021 
 
Purpose 
 
Great Place Falkirk is looking for a freelance heritage education freelancer to research, write, design and 
evaluate a digital schools resource with interactive features promoting and celebrating the heritage of the 
Falkirk area canal network. 
 
Context   
 
Following interest from several Falkirk Council primary schools, the Great Place team - in discussion with 
Falkirk Council education staff and Scottish Canals - have been developing ideas for a Falkirk-specific canals-
focussed resource that would enable Falkirk teachers to more easily take advantage of their local canal as a 
rich learning resource. 
 
The Maryhill Canal Classroom resource, created in 2009 by Sustrans and British Waterways Scotland, is a 
nearby example of a digital learning resource focussed around this subject. In light of the current climate 
however, a greater push for activities that can be digitally and remotely administered – as well as within the 
classroom – is desired, and it is hoped that the resource will represent a blended learning approach to using 

the natural environment to engage, educate, and inspire. 
 
Background    
 
The following is a brief abstract of the historical background to the Forth and Clyde Canal; the subject’s 
connection to landscape, industry, and work will form the backbone of the canals resource, although a 
breadth of content across the Curriculum for Excellence is expected. 
 
Opening of the Canal 
In 1790 the Forth & Clyde Canal opened. It moved heavy industry, coal, Iron and clay, the canal banks hosted 
60 different foundries including an explosive factory and a vinegar Factory. It was a crucial lifeline to the 
central belt of Scotland. 
 
A time of change 
In 1867 the canal was bought by the Caledonian Railway company. The progresses of steam locomotives and 
the investment in the railway meant that they could provide a quicker movement of good, and therefore the 
canal became obsolete and silent. The canal closed in 1963.  
 
Twenty-first century canal 
In 2001 the canal reopened as part of the Millennium link which was part of the largest canal restoration in 
the UK. The canal has transformed from an industrial area to a green space with wildlife. A space for leisure 
activities.  
 
For more information on the history of the canal please visit 
https://www.scottishcanals.co.uk/heritage/forth-clyde-canal/  
 

https://issuu.com/scottimage/docs/maryhill_canal_classroom
https://www.scottishcanals.co.uk/heritage/forth-clyde-canal/


                                                                                 
Great Place Falkirk: Landscape, Industry, and Work 

 
Landscape, industry, and work focuses on connections: raising awareness of our rich heritage from physical 
assets to community knowledge and understanding the value of this in shaping our area’s future. Established 
and new networks – physical, social, and digital are key to the project.  Recording, interpreting and 
celebrating Falkirk’s heritage through its routes, places and landmarks will be complemented by investment 
in social and digital platforms that will widen the reach and encourage more people to get involved in the 
area’s heritage. 
 
Project Brief 
 
This brief outlines the scope of the engagement and will form part of the commission contract.   
 
Based on discussions to date regarding content and target audience(s) for the Falkirk area canal heritage 
resource, the heritage education practitioner will be required to: 
 

 Research and produce an engaging and informative digital resource (with interactive features) aimed 
at primary-aged pupils. This resource will cover the history and heritage of the canals (both natural, 
and industrial), and encompass 12 blended learning activities relating to key curriculum areas such 
as: Technology, People, Past, Events, and Societies, Science, Health and Wellbeing, Visual Arts, 
Literacy, and Social Studies. Activities will cover 6 Early Years Topics and 6 Middle/Upper Years. A 
flexible approach is desired, with teachers able to select different combinations of the 12 activities 
to form a full lesson plan that can incorporate outdoor, in classroom, and remote delivery plans as 
preferred. The pack will also include historical/natural/ecological backgrounds to each 
activity/section, as well as geographical and social information for visits. 

 

 Liaise regularly with Great Place staff to develop ideas and ensure that the resource is integrated in 
terms of content and audience (historical accuracy, age and curriculum-appropriateness) as well as 
Great Place/partner funding project goals and outcomes. 
 

 Work closely with the heritage interpretation graphic designer to design and produce the resource 
specific to the Great Place Project Brief and your additional research and planning. 

 

 Liaise effectively with Falkirk Community Trust Arts, Culture, Libraries and Heritage staff  
 

 Contribute to the projects’ monitoring, evaluation and feedback activity. 
 
The preferred candidate will be experienced in producing engaging targeted heritage resources for schools, 
and knowledgeable of Scottish curriculum guidelines, outcomes, and objectives. You will have some 
knowledge and experience of graphic design, and of contemporary digital and blended learning strategies. 
You will possess excellent written and verbal communications skills, and be well-organised, with the ability 
to plan and prioritise your workload and meet deadlines. 
 
The Great Place Project Co-ordinator will manage this contract however the heritage education freelancer 
will be responsible for ensuring that best practice is followed in all areas. The heritage education freelancer 
will be responsible for the quality of their interaction with all stakeholders.  
 
Funding for this project is contributed by LEADER, a bottom-up method of delivering support to communities 
for rural development administered by the Scottish Rural Network. LEADER grants increase support to local 



                                                                                 
rural community and business networks to build knowledge and skills, and encourage innovation and 
cooperation in order to tackle local development objectives. Great Place Falkirk is supported by the National 
Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund. The Great Place Scheme is a pilot programme, investing in 9 
places around Scotland with the goal of enabling heritage organisations to make a step-change in how they 
work together, and with other organisations in other sectors, in order that heritage contribute more to 
meeting local social, environmental and economic objectives. By strengthening the networks between 
heritage, civic and community organisations, and by involving citizens and local businesses, projects will 
enhance the role that heritage plays in the future of each place. 
 
 
Timescale 
 
This contract will run from February 2021 until September 2021 
 
Autumn-Winter 2020:  Continuing consultation with Falkirk Council teachers, school leaders and Curriculum 

Support Officers 
 
February 2021:  Recruit Heritage Education Practitioner  
 
End of February 2021: Start of contract 
 
March – July 2021:       Resource creation 
 
July 2021:  Development and testing 
 
July/August 2021:  Resource launch and evaluation 
 
End of August 2021: End of project and contract 
 
 
 
Fee 
 
The fee for this engagement is £3750. The fee is inclusive of all anticipated costs including travel/ 
subsistence. 
 
 

Application and Selection Process    

  

Individuals interested in being considered for the heritage education freelancer contract should 
provide:   
  

• An up-to-date CV  

 

• A covering letter referring to the project brief, telling us why you are interested and what skills 
and experience you would bring to the role   

 

• Examples of no more than 3 primary aged heritage learning resources you have created 



                                                                                 
                                                               

• Details of two references whom we can contact prior to shortlisting  

  

Applications should be sent to greatplace@falkirkcommunitytrust.org 
 
 
Further Information 
For further information regarding this engagement, please contact:  
 
Helen Rashad, Project Co-ordinator, Great Place  
Helen.rashad@falkirkcommunitytrust.org (01324 590984)  
 
 
Falkirk Community Trust 
Falkirk Community Trust is a company limited by guarantee with charitable status. It was established by 
Falkirk Council in 2011 to take on responsibility for the management and operation of a range of community 
facing sport, recreation, arts, heritage and library services.  
 
As a not for profit organisation, Falkirk Community Trust strives to support community aspirations, deliver 
inspiring and valued services and ensure that the experiences we offer provide equality of opportunity and 
access for all. 
 
Falkirk Community Trust is a charity registered in Scotland, No: SC042403 
 

mailto:Helen.rashad@falkirkcommunitytrust.org

